
March 7, 2022

Dear AEA and San Diego High Families:

This coming June marks the 20th anniversary of Albert Einstein Academies. Over the course of
two decades AEA has maintained an unwavering commitment to both the International
Baccalaureate program and the central roles that German language and culture play in our
schools. Part of this commitment has been an innovative partnership with the San Diego Unified
School District and San Diego High School of International Studies to facilitate IB and language
continuity that includes enrollment preference at SDHS-IS for AEA graduates. This commitment
has included years of collaboration between AEA and SDHSIS as well as a significant financial
commitment from AEA and the German government to fund a high school German teacher at
SDHS-IS.  This has allowed a generation of AEA students to continue with IB and German at
the high school level and beyond.

As we look to the future and the opening of the AEA high school beginning with ninth graders in
Fall 2024, and given the fact that the numbers of students electing to study German at SDHS-IS
has dropped to unsustainable levels, AEA and SDHS-IS are working collaboratively to transition
and thoughtfully phase out German at SDHS-IS in a way that honors students currently studying
German and positions future generations of students for German success at AEA high school.

San Diego High School will continue to offer IB German HL for the Classes of 2023 and 2024 in
the 2022-2023 school year. San Diego High will not be offering a German course option for the
Classes of 2025 and 2026. We are also pursuing opportunities for students to engage in
concurrent enrollment to study German at San Diego City College.

San Diego High and AEA will be co- hosting an informational meeting on Thursday, March 10,
2022 at 7:00 PM via Zoom. This will be an opportunity to discuss options for students and speak
with the principals of San Diego High School and AEACMS.

If you have any questions in advance of the above meeting, please contact Birgit Schafer
bschafer@aeacs.org (for current AEA families) and Nirit Cohen-Vardi, ncohen-vardi@sandi.net
for current San Diego High families.

Sincerely,

Francisca Del Carmen David V. Sciarretta, Ed. D.
San Diego High School, Principal AEA Superintendent
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